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GREENOUGH REGIONAL PRISON — CRITICAL INCIDENT 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Corrective Services) [2.07 pm]: I, too, congratulate the member 
for Darling Range on her election as a member of Parliament. 

I wish to update the Parliament on the riot that occurred at Greenough Regional Prison on Tuesday, 24 July. 
At approximately 4.00 pm on Tuesday, 24 July 2018, a disturbance commenced that culminated in a major riot 
and the escape of 10 prisoners at Greenough Regional Prison. A number of prisoners caused significant damage 
to infrastructure—arming themselves with projectiles and chemical agents, and accessing fuel and a medication 
trolley. The women’s unit was also breached, and a number of female prisoners were unlocked. 

The special operations group—SOG—was deployed from Perth and worked with Geraldton police and detectives, 
the regional operations group, the dog squad, the tactical response group and the Department of Fire and 
Emergency Services. The prison was stabilised at 3.00 am on Wednesday, 25 July 2018. The Western Australia 
Police Force had recaptured nine prisoners by the evening of Wednesday, 25 July 2018, with the final escapee 
apprehended on Thursday, 26 July 2018. I acknowledge the marvellous and tremendous job done by police and 
I commend their efforts and their results. All 10 prisoners were transferred to metropolitan prisons and placed in 
management units. They will be charged. There are 165 prisoners remaining at Greenough. All female prisoners 
have been transferred out of Greenough and are receiving additional support. No serious injuries to staff or 
prisoners occurred during the incident, and I want to commend the bravery of the staff at Greenough Regional 
Prison who managed the situation until a special operations group arrived on site. I want to commend the SOG for 
its professionalism and critical response in stabilising the facilities. 

Prison officers have had their integrity used as a political football within this chamber over many years. It is fair 
to say that on 24 July, the prison officers at Greenough showed the WA community why both sides of this chamber 
must respect the risks that they face each day. I want to assure the staff at Greenough and the wider community 
that we will seek to have the report made public with the exception of the aspects of the report that are security 
sensitive. We have sought the expertise and experience of former Victorian Commissioner of Corrections, 
Jan Shuard, to provide an independent critical incident review. Her report will be then forwarded to the 
independent Inspector of Custodial Services for review. 
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